


Falconer activity 1

the Gountryside Investigators Birds of prey in action

A flying demonstration by a professional falconer will make a great impression on the pupils. This can be followed
up with a talk from the falconer and a chance for pupils to ask questions and get close to the birds.

a) Introduction:

Go to Country estate > Falconer and show the video to introduce the role to pupils.

b) Discussion:

Looking at a bird of prey at close quarters and in flight is an excellent way for pupils to learn about the ways in
which animals are adapted to survive in different habitats.  Discuss the features of the hawks and falcons ...what
adaptations do they have to succeed as predators? What makes them able to fly? How can they capture small
animals? What is each part of their body for? What food chains are they part of in the wild? The falconer will help

to answer these questions. Worksheet Fall will help the pupils to record their answers following the discussion.

c) Explain:
This visit will also be an opportunity to find out about the work of falconers themselves. Ask the falconer to
explain the following:

€ Falconry is a very ancient pastime ...What did falconers do in the past?

€ What do falconers do today?

€ Is this a full-time job or a hobby?

€ What are the best/hardest aspects of being a falconer and why?

After the visit, direct the pupils to  Country estate > Falconer and ask them to complete the quiz to find out how
much they have learned about the falconerss job.
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Some falconers will allow the pupils to be photographed with a bird on their gloved arm. This is a
memorable experience for them, which can inspire poetry, art and discussion.

Discuss what happens if the number of wild birds of prey in a rural location increase or decrease. How
does this affect the ecosystem? Why are many birds of prey protected species and what conservation
work is done to protect them?

Falconer activity 2 follows on naturally from this activity.
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Background information for teachers

Go to Teachers > Useful links to find out more about falconers and their work.
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the Countryside V7 Investigators

F'all: Birds of prey in action
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Birds of prey are flying predators. They are adapted in special ways to survive
in the habitats where they live.

(1. Add at least four labels to the picture below to mark different parts of the bird’s body, saying what

they are for.
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(2. Write a food chain that includes a UK bird of prey: )
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3. Write down four facts about falconers. )
1.
2.
3.
4,
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On the back
Carefully sketch one of the birds of prey you have seen. )
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