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Gaz2: Dog drama
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You are going to write a drama sketch about a person walking a dog along a footpath
in the countryside. The dog is not on a lead and there are ground-nesting birds
nearby. A gamekeeper comes along to talk to the dog-walker because the dog has
wandered off the footpath.

Here are some ideas and information to help you write the sketch:

(1 . The countryside code

This is important advice for people visiting the countryside. It has five parts:
® Be safe, plan ahead and follow any signs
® |eave gates and property as you find them
® Protect plants and animals and take your litter home

® Keep dogs under close control

e Consider other people

Remember that dogs can be dangerous to birds and farm animals.

Walkers and their dogs are allowed on footpaths but should not stray off them.
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Gamekeepers help to raise and protect gamebirds such as pheasants and partridge.
These birds lay their eggs on the ground. The young chicks cannot fly.
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3. Setting out your drama sketch

A drama sketch is set out like a play script. Each character’s name is written on the left and the words
they say are written next to the name, without speech marks. Any actions, sounds or descriptions of the
way people speak go in brackets. Here is an example:

Woman: (Calling to dog) Here Oscar!
Gamekeeper: Hello, madam. Is that your dog?
Woman: Yes, he’s a bit excited today being out in the country.
(Sound of barking)
Gamekeeper: | can see that, but you really need to keep him on the footpath.
Woman: (A little worried) Oh, why is that?
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(4. Tips

® Make sure that the gamekeeper explains carefully why dogs should be on footpaths

® Stick to just two characters and the dog

® Remember that gamekeepers welcome people on footpaths

® Try to make the language realistic
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