


Riverkeeper activity 1

the Countryside Investigators Water blogged

This activity is very simple: to write a blog or diary of an imaginary riverkeeper over a week.

a) Introduction:

Go to Country estate > Riverkeeper and show pupils the Riverkeeper video. Direct them to Country estate >
Riverkeeper to access the information about riverkeepers  (or print this page as handouts). The pupils will now
have some idea about the role. Discuss the main parts of the job and list these. What might a person see near, on
or in a typical country river? What parts of the job will be most enjoyable? Are there any dangers or threats? What
wildlife will there be?

b) Blog:

Ask what a blog (web log) is and how it is like a diary. A blog is simply an online diary which a blogger updates
from time to time (not usually daily, although some do). It can have images in it. Pupils can write their blog on
paper or on a computer. If available, they can post their blog on the school website.

c) Worksheet:

Using Worksheet Ril, pupils construct their blogs . They should include a variety of tasks and observations,
focusing on nature and its variety.

Ask for some volunteers to read aloud their blogs when they have finished. Would the pupil like to be a
riverkeeper? What is most and least appealing about the role? Talk about how important riverkeepers are.
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As an alternative or extension, pupils could write a blog or diary from a river animales point of view
(e.g. *A day in the life of an otter). This could be a good way of showing how damaging water
pollution is.

What is the major river nearest to the school? What is it like? Research the river and find out where

its source is and where it meets the sea. Is it clean? Are there any riverkeepers along it? Can they give
any information? What wildlife is it noted for? ) ]
"

Riverkeeper activity 2  follows on from this one.

o

Background information for teachers

Go to Teachers > Useful links to find out more about riverkeepers and their work.
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You are going to write a riverkeeper’s blog for one week. Below are some
ideas for what you might include. Try to mention at least one thing from
each category.

The blog will be interesting if it includes:
® Problems encountered
® Other people visiting the river

® |Interesting animal behaviour

® Good detail about the tasks involved

® The riverkeeper’s thoughts and feelings

(
Birds
Dipper, mallard, moorhen, coot, kingfisher, wagtail, swallow, heron, cormorant N
Insects |
Mayfly, water boatmen, dragonfly, midge, diving beetle, caddis fly
Fish Q @
Trout, roach, pike, chub, salmon, stickleback
Mammals
Otter, mink, fox, badger, water vole, bat, rat
Other animals @
Frog, grass snake, snail, leech, crayfish @
Plants
Orchid, reeds, alder tree, willow herb, water-lily, Himalayan balsam
Things seen in, on or along the river
Walkers, anglers, pollution, floods, large branches, canoes, children paddling, cows drinking, poachers,
swimmers, boats.
Riverkeeper tasks
Checking the bank, testing the water, trimming trees, cutting grass, measuring fish numbers, checking
bridges, watching for poachers, looking after people fishing.
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What to do

1. Plan your blog in rough on the back.
2. Make sure you have at least three entries spread over a week.
3. Use the list at the top of the page.

4. Find more information on the Countryside Investigators website.

5. Write your blog!
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