




Background information for teachers
Go to Teachers > Useful links to find out more about farm vets and their work.

Extension activities
1. Discuss the differences between a town vet who works with pets/small animals and a farm vet who

works with large animals. How are the two jobs different? Here are some examples:

a) Farm vets spend a lot of time visiting farms …they go to the animal, whereas animals are brought 
to the town vet.

b) Farm vets get called out late at night or early in the morning.

c) Farm vets often get very mucky and must work outdoors in all weathers (small animal vets work 
in heated surgeries, with assistants).

d) Farm vets spend a lot of time travelling around.

2. What kind of person would make a good vet? Ask the pupils to write down the qualities needed 
…for example, it•s no good being squeamish or scared of animals! 

3. The most famous farm vet is James Herriot, who died some years ago. He wrote many stories about his
work with animals, which are suitable for pupils and very entertaining. He wrote about a period 30 …60
years ago; talk about how a vet•s work has changed since those days.

4. Organise a visit from a vet: see Vet activity 2. 
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Vet activity 1

Use your ad



You are a new farm vet who has just moved into 
a small town in the countryside. You will need to
advertise to let local farmers know that you can help keep their animals healthy.

In the box, design a magazine advert to show who you are and what services you offer. 
You may be able to make your final advert on a computer.

Hints

• Make it clear that you are a farm vet

• Say if you specialise in any large animals: cattle, pigs, sheep or horses

• Write your name and make up an address, phone number and website

• Find out what special services farm vets offer, for example:

o Offering advice on vaccinating animals
o A newsletter
o A website
o An intensive care unit for sick animals

• You should try to convince farmers to use you rather than other vets

Ve1: Use your ad!
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